Coaches and Perspective Coaches,
I hope everyone had a great holiday and are starting the new year off on good note.  With that, I wanted to let everyone know that registration for our Spring 2026 league opens tomorrow.  
Attached to this email is our Spring 2026 Bulletin which describes a few changes in the league, the biggest is division skill selection.  
By over 2:1 (with a lot of votes), we will be moving towards self-selection with respect to picking a division (Premier vs Prospect).  The bulletin provides solid guidance and team attributes that you can reference as you decide whether your team is Premier or Prospect.  While some age groups may ultimately necessitate 3 tournament pools, for league play, we will only roll with 2 (again, information discussed in the bulletin).
The next big change is a real “Game Changer”.  By that I mean, we’re moving our scheduling and game tracking to the Game Changer application.  It’s almost universal in its use, will eliminate some of the odd 1-off issues we’ve seen with Sports Connect, and coupled with the new self-selection for divisions, will make seeding easier come tournament time.
Hosting and Division Commissioner
· First off – thank you to the many coaches that have volunteered to host.  I have posted a hosting guideline document on the website and a link to formally volunteer.  The 3 big items to be consider as a host are – experience in the league, organizational approval (your orgs are good with you hosting), and coordination with other ages from your organization.  I have a few coaches from the same orgs at different ages asking to host – if both groups use the same size fields, the teams will need to decide (note that from a field availability space, I prefer to give difference to 50/70 and lights since that is typically the hardest size to come by).
· I also have a few inquiries to be division commissioners.  In support, I’ve added a request form to the website as well.
· In the bulletin, I include some key Fall dates beyond just the Spring and we’ll be looking to start penciling in some Fall locations or at least making you all aware of the dates so you can begin talking with your organizations.  
·  Host stipend for the Spring remains $50/game.
Dates
· January 9th – Registration for Spring League Opens
· February 22nd – Host volunteer and Divisional Commissioner requests due
· March 8th – Spring Registration Closes
· March 13th – Spring season opens for play
· March 27th – Host sites announced and tournament registration open
· May 3rd – Tournament Registration Closes
· May 10th – Special time slot requests for tournament games due
· May 17th – Final day of season play
· May 18th – Pool pairings/seeds/gametimes released
· Memorial Day Weekend – TCP Spring Tournament
Future Dates:
· August 21st – October 25th – Fall TCP season
· Halloween Weekend – TCP Fall Tournament (consider hosting now)

Umpires – currently we’re still not certain as to the availability of the Tri-County Umpire Group as a resource for game support.  Since Frank’s passing, the organization has been working through next steps and we’re monitoring the situation.  What this means is that we’ll all need to lean heavily on our local crews to officiate our games.  Perspective hosts, please also bear this in mind when preparing to host.

Please be sure to read the attached bulletin (which is also hyperlinked in the news feed).

Thanks everyone and cheers to the start of the new year.

Best,
Lee
